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3rd Ghana France Higher Education Conference 

« Engineering Sciences » 

HE Frédéric CLAVIER, Ambassador of France to Ghana, Speech 

Opening Ceremony, 8th of June, 10h00 

 

 Hon Minister for Education, 

 Mr President of Ghana Institution of Engineers, 

 Mr President of Vice Chancellors Ghana, Vice Chancellor of 

KNUST 

 Mr President of the French Chamber of Commerce and Industry in 

Ghana 

 Mr Director for International Relations of the French Ministry of 

Education, Higher Education and Research, 

 Vice-Chancellors, Pro-Vice-Chancellors, Provosts, Deans, 

Directors of Departments, Professors, lecturers, students, 

 Executive Secretaries of VCG, NAB, NABPTEX, 

 Ladies and Gentlemen Vice-President, Directors and Professors 

representing French universities, institutions and agencies (CPU, 

CDEFI, n+i network, Campus France, Figure Network, 

ESIGELEC, ISA Lille, Sup Agro Montpellier, ENIM, 

 Managing directors, chief executive officers from the private sector, 

French and Ghanaian companies 

 Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 Dear friends, 
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I am extremely delighted to be here with you this morning to open the 3rd 

Ghana France Higher Education Conference which is taking place today and 

tomorrow, here, at the Accra International Conference Centre.  

I would first like to thank all those who responded to our invitation, 

especially, you, Honorable Minister, who has been supporting us since the 

beginning of the 1
st
 Ghana France Higher Education Conference which took 

place here in Accra in June 2013. Indeed, your presence is much appreciated as 

it shows your commitment towards the development of academic cooperation 

between France and Ghana. 

I would equally like to thank those who have contributed one way or the 

other in making this event possible: Vice-Chancellors Ghana, Campus France, 

CPU, CDEFI, our colleagues from the French Ministry of Education, Tertiary 

Education and Research, the Department of Higher Education of the Directorate 

General for Globalization at the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

International Development as well as the staff of the French Embassy and the 

French Institute of Ghana. 

I extend a warm thank you to all those representing French and Ghanaian 

universities, engineering schools, higher education institutions, networks and all 

those who responded to our invitation.  

I welcome and congratulate you that we have once again gathered for the 

3rd Ghana France Higher Education Conference which is now a high-level 

annual gathering between France and Ghana.  

This event consolidates the new dynamics of our relations in university 

cooperation since 2013. We were many last year in Paris for the 2
nd

 edition of 

this conference. On the first Campus France “Ghana Day”, several French 

universities established contact and concluded on new agreements of 

cooperation with Ghanaian universities. 

I commend your commitment in the implementation of cooperation 

projects, joint teaching, research, student mobility, and finally the act of sharing 

and enriching ourselves in what France and Ghana have the best of, concerning 

higher education. This I believe is an essential mission/goal to ensure that the 

youth and future elite obtain the best training to undertake a professional career 

which meets their aspirations and also the developmental challenges our 

governments face.  

It is in this regard that we decided in Paris last year to dedicate the 3
rd

 

meeting to engineering sciences by involving for the first time, enterprises and 

the private sector.  I am delighted that the French Chamber of Commerce in 

Ghana responded positively, as well as the Ghana Industries Association, 



3/5 

Private Entreprise Federation, Ghana Employers Association to come together 

and discuss issues in education and technical training of young men and women 

who will one day be our future leaders. I would therefore like to take this 

moment to sincerely thank you.  

I stated during the Higher Education Conference in 2013 in Accra that 

France would strengthen relations between our two countries, mainly in the 

economic sector, tertiary education, and research. It is not by coincidence that 

these three sectors are the strategic points of the France-Ghana bilateral 

cooperation points and I am convinced that this year we are initiating a 

promising and fruitful collaboration between academic institutions and private 

enterprises.  

The acquisition and application of knowledge represent for us a 

formidable multiplier effect of growth hence development. The support of 

France to the education sector, considered across the continuum of primary-

secondary-university education, is one of 10 areas of concentration of our 

development policy. 

With the possibility of 330 million young people entering the labor 

market in sub-Saharan Africa by 2030, the issue of employability is at the heart 

of our actions. The promotion of higher professional education and partnerships 

with economic actors in a training sense to middle management, drivers of 

sustainable and inclusive economic growth is central to our academic 

cooperation strategy. 

The French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Development 

has therefore initiated a proactive policy of technical assistance for the 

modernization of universities, with the introduction of professional courses 

primarily oriented towards the most employable sectors. This active partnership 

with the actors of the economic sector results in their involvement in curriculum 

development, the pooling of technical infrastructure or the financing of 

scholarships. 

We intend in the future to further strengthen this axis, particularly through 

the development of cooperation which values the provision of professional 

teaching, in line with areas of local employment. 

As the French Ambassador to Ghana, I will put in place along with my team, 

all the means available to support you in your partnership projects. With the 

Head of Cooperation and Cultural Affairs, Mr Paulo PAIS, we are aware that the 

cooperation between the two countries in the academic field has more room for 

improvement. The network and programmes already in place will be completed 

this week by the official inauguration of the Espace Campus France Ghana 

Branch at KNUST. The next step would be to support University of Cape Coast 
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in the relocation of Alliance Française of Cape Coast on the campus which will 

also have the capacity of carrying out tasks like that of Maison Française and 

Espace Campus France Ghana.  

Honorable Minister, ladies and gentlemen, I believe you have then 

understood that my hope is that the French would cross paths with Ghanaian 

authorities and universities every year. In Paris last year, following the 

exchanges and discussions on our education systems, CPU, CDEFI and VCG 

decided to establish and sign an agreement on mutual recognition of studies and 

qualifications. This, in my opinion, is a major breakthrough in the history of our 

relations. I am proud that the CPU and CDEFI responded to our call and that of 

Vice-Chancellors Ghana to conclude their first agreement in Africa in Ghana. 

CPU, CDEFI and VCG will be signing this agreement tomorrow evening at the 

Residence of France. 

 

Hon. Minister, ladies and gentlemen,  

The following two days will allow us to better understand the challenges in 

teaching of engineering sciences; the potential of its development, the 

opportunities for our universities and tertiary institutions, student and also 

teacher mobility as well as support programmes that can be mobilized.  

The floor will be given to you: universities and higher education institutions, 

both Ghanaian and French, and to you businesses seeking the best technicians, 

the best engineers and the best training programs. We will discuss many issues 

such as the training programs and their suitability to the needs of the working 

world, that of professional and continuous training, that of student mobility and 

international exchanges which are still too moderate. We must pool our 

resources for the benefit of the best students, who once completed their training, 

will put all their skills to the test in public and private companies for 

development of the country and the benefit of the partnership between France 

and Ghana.  

The relations between France and Ghana are that of trust and partnership, 

oriented towards issues of development and attractiveness. Ghana is a low 

middle income country well-known for its good governance. There are still 

however a number of challenges; especially in the area of education, research, 

innovation and technology. These are the main priorities of the new partnership 

framework between France and Ghana for 2013-2016, signed two years ago 

during President John Mahama’s official visit to France.  

Teaching of French is equally a priority and I hope that on this occasion of 

the 3
rd

 Ghana France Higher Education Conference, Hon. Minister and Vice-
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Chancellors, that we will submit on 25
th
 June to Paris, a new SPF Project 

totaling 700.000,00 euros to support your initiatives in teaching French in high 

schools, technical and scientific universities as well as civil servants.  

France and Ghana are privileged training platforms which must reinforce 

their presence and influence in Francophone and Anglophone Africa. Ghana has 

a quality and dynamic higher education system, and I am confident about the 

future of our relations in the field of higher education, research and the French 

language.  

I wish you a fruitful discussion. I would have the opportunity to participate in 

a number of sessions during the Conference. I invite you to share with us your 

expectations and projects, as of now, to design the contours of the 4
th
 France 

Ghana Conference which will be held in France next year. 

Thank you. 

 

 


